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4 1“1 confined myself to the Hindoo Scuptures,
? andin all cases I stated that I regarded those

Scriptures, and the Hindu religion as, the origin of

all other scriptures, and all other rehglons In
i towns where the population was mixed in faith;
i T used the scriptures of the Parsees, Christians, and
[ Mahomedans, and in Ceylon, where the populatiom
' was Buddhist, 1 used the Buddhist Scriptures.
§ The enormous majority of my lectures were delivered

46 almost Hindoo audiences.”

( Mrs. Anne Besant, in the Daily Chronicle, of
Tth April 1894 )
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1Ix xx*“ But it 1s true, as I have already ex-
plained that I regard Hinduisum as the most ancient
of all religions, and as containing morve fully than
any other the spiritual truths named Theosophy, in
modern times. Theosophy is the ancient Brahma
Vidya of India. Of this, Himdooism is the earliest and
best exoteric presentmenv. Exoterically thercfore,
I am a Hindoo in my religion and in my
philosophy.” x x x x

“In my own case that religion is Hindooism in
its ancient and pure form.”

( Mrs. Anne Besant, in the Daily
Chronicle of 7th April 1894.)
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1 « India’s key-note was her gpmtua,l phlloqo})h);

It was her mighty religion that formed her claim
to greatness among the world’s people.”

Y A,

( Mrs. Anne Besant on India and its mission. )

“In the history of the world, India lived because
India’s was the spirit of humanity which eould not
die, she was the carliest of the Aryan people, the
first born of the mightest races, she had for her
guides and instructors spiritual sages and rishis and
divine kings. It was, therefore, that India’s religion
and her social system was permanent at its founda-
tion, whatever might appear on the surface.”

(Mrs. Anne Besant on India and its mission.



¢ TN IS, [ Wi

m W q’lﬁ. -o b hn % m o .
JRTH I TFRS 4 Iq @S AR, S0

1 “ Do you ask, why it is that one speaking ina
foreign tongue, should speak of these scriptures,(i. e
of the Hindus ) with such reverence,—of these
ceremonies with such affection, and see in Hinduism
the mightiest of the world’s religions, and be proud
to profess herself Hindu ? Oh, why is it 2”7

“ It is because re-incarnation is a truth, because
the pilgrim soul must go whither it is sent, in order
- that it may do its duty, and learn the lessons which
shall make it more useful to mankind. If you ask,
why I know your scriptures—and some have asked
“ Why do you know them better than we ourselves” -
my answer is that the memory of the soul endures
from life to life—passes on through death after
death, and the soul that has been Hiadw for incarna-
tion after incarnation, ( we italicise the words)
cannot forget its own. It is for that reason that I
come back to India as my mother-land. It is for that
that I feel for you asI feel for no other people, that
you are indeed, life of my life, and heart of my hoars.
Why doyou go Westward ? Why ? That I might
learn, what it had to teach me that I might gain &
knowledge of Western science and Western
philosophy wnich I could not have gained had my
Iatest birth been on my own Indian soil, and that
bringing the Western weapons to my own land, I
might turn them against the West here, and come
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to India, as I could not have come had it been my
happy fate to have been born for this latest earth-life

in this India of ours. And if the destiny seems best
I would not have it otherwise.”

( Mrs. Anne Besant in her Calcutta lectures. )

1 “Rome had passed and left her ruins, and
Greece had passed and left her literature; India,
older than Greece or Rome—India that was old
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sefor Beypt was born. India that was ancient before
Chaldea was dreamed of. India. that went back
thousands of centuries before Persia had come to the
front. India was stilla living nation, when the nations

‘of the past were dead and their dust had vanished

from the surface of the Globe.”

( Mrs, Besant on India and its mission. )

1 Why was it that amongst such ancient ci-
vilization her’s ( India’s ) alone was living at the
present day ? Why was it that amongst so many
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ruins India had still a future as well as the memory
of a past? It was because of that difference of ideal
which was spiritual more than intellectual, and
spiritual more than physical.”
- ( Mrs Besant on 1ndia and its mission. )
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‘1% % % ¢The Zoroastrian religion arose in
consequence of a serious conflict of the Iranians
with those Arian brother-tribes which immigrated
into Hindustan Proper, and whose leaders became
in later times the founders of Brihmanism,”

(Dr. Martin Haug, on the religion of the Parsecs),
p. 248,

2 “We are, therefore, led to suppose the
Brahmin faith to have originated in early times, and
that of Buddha to have branched off from it, at a
period when its orthodox tenets had reached their
highest perfection, if not shown a tendency to
decline.

The historical information regarding these
religions tends to the same conclusion.”
(Elphinstone’s History of India, P. 213).
(@ rg,)
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Vide also I Journal Asiatic (Nouvean), vol.VIL
p-p. 182, 183, 184.
IT Turnour’s Mahawanso. .
1II Journal Asiatic society Calcutta. vol I.
IV Princep’s Useful Tables. p.p. 77-78.
V' The oriental Magazine. vol. IV. p. 106-107;
V1 Wilson. Asiatic Researches vol XV. p. 92.
“In this, as in its other features, the story of

Buddha adheres to ancient Aryan types, but gives
to them a New spiritual significance.”

“But he (Buddha) developed from the old
Brahmanical model of the wandering ascetic.”” % % ;
( Dr. Hunter’s Indian Empire. p. 185 )
1 “Buddhism and Brahmanism are unquestion~
ably united by intermediate links. % % . Buddhism
was merely the Sinkhya philosophy widened into a
national religion; and the religious life of the
Buddhistic orders was the old Brihmanical type
popularized. % % % Buddhism was not a sudden
invention of any single mind, but a development on
a broader basis of a philosophy and religion which
preceded it.”

(Dr. Hunter's Indian Empire. p. p. 153-154).
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1 “Dean Mansel admits that the philosophy and
rites of the Therapeuts of Alexandria were borrowed
fiom the Buddhist missionaries who visited Egypt
withit fwo generations of the time of Alexander the
Great. Phjlosophers like Schelling and Schopenhauer,
and Schofars like Lassen support this view. Dean
Milman maintains that the Therapeuts sprang from
“he conternplative fraternities of India.”

! (Dutt’s Ancient India. p. 452).
“ That Christianity was but an inferier copy of a
#r original ( Buddhism)”
( India what can it teach us ?)
By Maxmuller. p. 279.

(T JIET IR G, T 19<199% GgL)

2 “But they (impartial writers ) deny to it
«e Koran ) the praise of originality. They trace it
tly to the Jewish and Christian, scriptures
vtly to the Talmud, and Rabbinical traditions ;
rtly to apocryphal gospels and partly to the fables
:n current in Arabia. ”

% % % In its general outline of facts, the
4n corresponds with the old Testament.” % %

“ Again, with the New Testament, the Korin
(Eg )
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concurs in the recognition of Jesus Christ as the
promised Messiah of the Jews. % % % #* % %
( Life of Mahamed. Bombay Tract and Book
society. Third Edition. p p. 134-135-136).
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1 “Their intellectual condition has passed on-
ward, never more to return. It remains for them
euly to advance as far as they may in their own line
and to die, leaving their place to others of a  dif-
ferent constitution and of a renovated blood. 1n
life there is no going back ; the morose old man can
never resume the genial confidence of maburity ;
the youth can mnever return to the idle and usecless
occupation, the frivolous amusements of hoy-hood ;
even the boy is parted by a long step from the inno-
gent credulity of the nursery,”’

(Intellectual Development in Europe.)

By Draper vol. L p. 57.
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fied to the intellect as well as satisfy the heart.
The mightiest brains of the day in Europe to-day
are beginning to study this philosophy % % x
( Anne Besant’s view of the Hindu Religion, in
the Daily chronicle of 7th April 1894 ),
¥
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1 “In the Upanishads, lies the philosophy of ?
Tndia. In this part of the sacred Vedas is to be
found every thing which man needs to evolve spiri- ¢
tual life, if only he can find it, and know how to
study it
( Mrs. Anne Besant, at the Calcutta Town Hall
on “ India’s mission in the world.”)

g = A-
AT FATI,

“ % % s We may find in these Upanishads a
philosophy which, understood = and practised, will
lead men to the highest knowledge which is neces-
sary for the spiritual growth of the whole world.”

(Mrs. Anne Besant, at the Calcutta Town Hak-
on “ India's mission in the world.” ) ]

2 “ But % % % Iregard Hinduism as the §

" most aneient of all religions and as containing more :
fully than any other the spiritual truths named §
Theosophy, in modern times. Thosophy is the ,
ancient Brahma Vidy4 of India. OF this, Hinduism is {
the earliest and best exoteric presentment. Ex- !
oterically, therefore, I am a Hindoo in my religion ,
and in my philosophy.”
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( The Daily Chronicle of 7th April 1894, Anne
Besants view of the Hindu Religion. )

1 “I have avery strong sympathy with the
Hindu religion, and I believe that will dispose them
to hear me with greater readiness than another.

“ I have far more sympathy with the Hindu
L religion, methods of thought and every thing about
them than I have with Westerns and their ways.”
F “And so, when ITam asked, why should
India live, what is her mission, my answer is, she
must live as long as her heart yearns after the divine
light, and souls long to find their way back to the
home which they have quitted, which is lost in the
clouds and fogs, which rise in the swamps of the
. earth. The earth, how can it give to the soul that
whieh, it i beginning to yearn after 7 That which iy

(9 =g, )
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eternal and beyond all change of time, The spirit of
man can never forget its birth-place and as Narada

said, thisis but a pleasant place for those who have
forgotten their birth place ; and while that memory -

GREIUIRREES
.

( Mrs. Anne Besant, on India’s mission, Calcutta.
1 “She (India ) will revive. Why ? And how ?
She will revive. Why because the world has need
of her, of her spiritual teaching of her knowledge of
the inmost spring of the human soul. She will revive,
How ? Not by imitating the West, but by reviving
the East. That is the method for India’s revival
aad that is the road along which we must walk.”

(Mrs. Anne Besant on Lndia's mission, Calcutta.)
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1 “ But what dre the Conditions ? I say that,
India’s past was built uponia mighty philosophy. :

say that India’s civilization took shape from t}w
hands of those who taught the philosophy and gave

it as the deathless heritage to the Aryan race. I said
it went into the back ground, as India’s glory began
to wane until to-day, in the might of her darkness
she is touching the lowest point that ever yet her
‘ot had trodden. And now what is the fate which
shreatens this India of ours? What possibility of
sseape from that destiny? What chances of her revival,
fter taking her place again amongst the nations
f the carth? As the greatness of hor past lies in her
hilosophy and her religion, 80 in those, and those
lone, lies the possibility of her revival and the
srtainty of her upward growth once more.”
(Mrs. Anne Besant on Indian’s mission, Calcutta.)
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HEHM Al T e emew O W eneer
AT SR o fofedr Fl— :

“ Well known it is that the Jesuits there, whos
like the Pharisus, that would compass sea and land
to make one proselyte (Matt. 28-25,) have sent
into Christendom many laxge reports of their great
conversions of infidels in Bast India. But all these
boastings are but reports; the truth is, that they
have there spilt the precious water of Baptism wupon
some few faces, working upon the necessity of some
poor men, who for want of means which they give
them are contented to wear crucifixes; but for want
of knowledge in the doctrine of Christianity ave only.
in name Christians.”

( Voyage to East India Della. Valle.
p. p- 402-417-419-180.)
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1 “There is the revival in the heart of a few, here
and there, scattered over this mighty land, you may
find still some heart, loyal to the care that knows
‘the ancient religion, and that lives and worships
beeause it knots: In this lies the hope of regenera-
tion, and this is one of the chances of revival for a
nation which was once so great.”

(Mrs. Anne Besant on India’s mission. Calcutta.)
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1 “Nay, Iknow that there will be some who
will take up this mission for man; someone per-
haps who will find his heart fired with “desire, that
India shall arise, and take back her heritage once
more, the Empire of spirituality in the world. And
if we can only find a few only, one man here and
another there, who loves India better than worldly
possessions, who loves India better than rank gold,
better than the favour of a foreign Government, I
believe that revival will come. There are those
who will work for India, and some of those who wil)
help us in the struggle. There are wanting for re-
incarnation some of those mighty souls who, in the
days past, were India’s leaders, and in the future
shall be her spiritual guides once more and I speak to
you as the herald of their coming, as a coming mes-
senger goes to clear the way, before the Lord. I tell
you that in India there is. to-day the possﬂolhty of
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( =rfie ggrasd 92 =g, )
a spiritual revival, that in India there is to-day the
first thrill of a new life, which shall be born into the
world as living men; and so in the womb of India,
there are spiritual lives to-day, who shall bring back
$o India the teaching of the mighty ones which
shall make her great once more.”
( Mrs. Anne Besant on India’s mission, Caleutta. )
1 “ Modern India has proved by examples, that
are known to and honoured by all in this assembly,
that her sons can qualify themselves to hold their
own with the best of European talent, in the Council
chamber, on the Bench, at the Bar, and in the Maxt.
The time cannot be far distant, when she will produce
her philosopher, her moralist, her reformer.”
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1 “We also kiow thab ab that time the ancestors
of Xnglishmen must have been  in a more primitive
stage of civilisation,~—free men, it is true who never
yielded to the Roman yoke, yet scarcely more, at that
remote period, than fierce rovers and pirates
of the sea, ”
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1 *“But in spite of all adverse conditions during
the long flight of ages, the vitality of the great
Hindu race has never been quenched, though it has
been from time to time enfeebled; and wunder the
nurture of its present fort2r-mother, there can be

10 manner of doubt that a great future of re- %

uvenescence lies before it.”
( Mr. Jacob, on Higher Education. )
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